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PLAN FOR 
“THE HEART OF ANGLICANISM”

•Week #1: What Is an Anglican?

•Week #2: What Do Anglicans Believe?

•Week #3: How Do Anglicans Worship?

•Week #4: What Is the Anglican Mission?

•Closer look at Anglican Catechism: To Be a Christian
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ANGLICANISM IS…
• Denominational in distinctives
• Episcopal in governance
• Clerical in leadership
• Global in communion
• Biblical in authority
• Gospel in witness
• Creedal in theology
• Catechetical in discipleship
• Sacramental in perspective

• Liturgical in worship
• _____________________
• _____________________
• _____________________
• _____________________
• _____________________
• _____________________
• _____________________
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ANGLICANISM IS…
DISCIPLINED IN FORMATION

• Strong focus on teaching and discipleship

• Book of Common Prayer is designed for corporate & personal 
worship AND formation (it contains embedded theology)

•High regard for catechesis
• FYI: part of the ordained ministry of deacon is identified as 

catechesis.
• To Be a Christian: An Anglican Catechism (2014, 2015, 2019)
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WHAT DOES “CATECHESIS” MEAN?
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INTERVIEW WITH JI PACKER ON CATECHESIS
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THOUGHTS?
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INTRODUCTION TO THE ACNA
CATECHISM:

TO BE A CHRISTIAN

Electronic
anglicanchurch.net/?/main/catechism

In Print
Available January 28, 2020
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http://anglicanchurch.net/%3F/main/catechism
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WHAT IS CATECHESIS?
• From the “Vision Statement for To Be a Christian Catechism”
“Jesus instructed the Church to disciple the nations. Conversion is at the core of this 
mission and involves repentance, a turning away from and a leaving behind of the old 
life, the “old man,” the old heart. Of course, it also involves a turning to; a turning to the 
life of Christ in us; a transformed life where we are, indeed, new creatures in Jesus. This 
is both an immediate reality in Christ, but also a process—a growing into Christ.  
Catechesis is the discipling process of growing up God’s people into Christ. 

More formally, catechesis is the education and formation of Christians from before 
baptism through the end of life, and it concerns specific, scripturally based content, and 
also follows a definable process in the context of an intentional community. At each stage 
in the process, the same general content may be addressed in varying depth."

What do you think?
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WHY DO WE NEED CATECHESIS?

• From the “Vision Statement for To Be a Christian Catechism”
“Simply put, the contemporary Church has failed to train up her children in the 
admonition of the Lord. Children raised in the Church from the font of baptism often 
abandon the faith when they graduate high school and move away from home. This 
consistent problem in late 20th/early 21st century Anglicanism, and North American 
Christianity in general, tells us that the typical educational program—including the 
curriculum, youth ministry, Sunday school program for all ages and Bible Studies—of the 
average parish is deficient in raising up a godly generation to build, lead, and serve the 
kingdom of God. Rather than displaying a life transformed by Christ in the Church, the 
Church’s children often show that they’ve been discipled effectively by the surrounding 
culture…. [continued next page]
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…“Moreover, the Church has done a very poor job of teaching, training, and forming 
disciples of adult converts. Many people live for years in the Church without noticeable 
growth in their doctrinal understanding and the implications of that doctrine lived out—
and so with little victory over the sin and brokenness of their lives.

A consistent and focused path has not been provided for them to learn, grow and mature 
as Christians, so that the contemporary Church is often filled with believers more 
formed by the culture of the world than by the Church and the Holy Scriptures she 
treasures and teaches. This is a fundamental lack of the Gospel transformation everyone 
needs. 

Thus, whether one looks at the lives of the children who have come from the font as 
young ones or at those who’ve come through the front porch of the Church in adulthood, 
it is clear that the Church is failing in this essential task of catechesis.”

What do you think?
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WHAT DOES THE ACNA CATECHISM 
SET OUT TO DO?

• From the “Vision Statement for To Be a Christian Catechism”
“The ancient Church, indeed, had a model for raising up believers and helping them to 
mature in their faith. Though actual practice may have varied through the centuries, 
catechesis always included training in the three areas of Believing, Praying, and Living 
(another way to put it: Doctrine, Worship, and Holy Living).  What is needed today in the 
life of the Anglican Church in North America is sound and effectual catechesis. The 
calling of mother Church is to disciple and nourish her children their whole lives 
through, from cradle to grave, so that they may continue to grow in the faith, to mature 
and be sanctified, and to increase in understanding and wisdom. 

The three traditional subject areas of catechesis are the Creeds, the Lord’s Prayer and 
the Ten Commandments. These areas provide the content for instruction. Distinct but not 
separate in the life of the individual being formed in the life of the Church and into the 
image of Christ, is the sacramental pathway of God’s grace…. [continued on next page] 
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….”God’s grace is made manifest in the Word read and taught, and it is likewise made 
manifest in the sacramental life of His Church. It is worth noting that the three subject 
areas and the sacraments are all a part of the corporate worship of the Church. 

An individual needs the didactic teaching and repetition of the Creeds: to be constantly 
rehearsing the doctrines of salvation. He needs, too, the experience of the Creeds in 
worship and grace: the sacramental pathway one “lives into” as one grows in Christ. 
Baptism and confirmation bring the individual into the life of the Church, incorporate 
him into the body of Christ, and regenerate him to new life. The grace of God in baptism 
is necessary, but it is not enough. Teaching and understanding are also necessary. The 
grace of God works through the sacraments and also through the teaching of the Word…

Catechesis, being the nurturing and formation of Christians over the course of their 
whole lives, always has been and must be done in the context of both Word and 
Sacrament. The classical Anglican way provides an excellent context for this formation.”

What do you think?

48

WHAT’S IN IT?
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EXAMPLES
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EXAMPLES
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QUESTIONS?
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NEW CITY CATECHISM
TIM KELLER, REDEEMER PRESBYTERIAN
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newcitycatechism.com
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http://newcitycatechism.com/
http://newcitycatechism.com/
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HOW DOES CATECHESIS RELATE TO 
MISSION?

If “Catechesis is the discipling process of growing up 
God’s people into Christ,”…
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ANGLICANISM IS…
EVANGELICAL IN FOCUS

•Three Streams: 
• Word, Sacrament, Spirit
• Evangelical, Liturgical, Charismatic

•Emphasis on evangelism and missions, the call for 
conversion, and a commitment to Scripture
•Evangelism introduces people to Christ.  Catechesis 
(discipleship) picks up where evangelism leaves off.
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CATECHESIS IS RELATED TO 
MISSION IN THAT THE GOAL OF 
MISSION IS TO HELP PEOPLE TO 

KNOW AND LOVE JESUS, FOR GOD’S 
GLORY.
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ANGLICANISM IS…
MISSIONAL IN OUTREACH

• “Missional Communities” – buzz word; yet basic praxis
• Small Groups
• Identifies the mechanics and conditions of church growth through evangelism and discipleship in 

community
• Evangelism and Discipleship must be relational (oikos)

• ACNA Always Forward – church planting movement
• The Greenhouse Movement
• The Celtic Way of Evangelism, George Hunter
• Anglican Relief and Development Fund
• Anglicans for Life – sanctity of life
• Anglican Immigrant Initiative
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ADDITIONAL “ANGLICANISM IS…”
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ANGLICANISM IS…
• Denominational in distinctives
• Episcopal in governance
• Clerical in leadership
• Global in communion
• Biblical in authority
• Gospel in witness
• Creedal in theology
• Catechetical in discipleship
• Sacramental in perspective

• Liturgical in worship
• Disciplined in formation
• Evangelical in focus
•Missional in outreach
• Ecumenical in relations
• Pastoral in compassion
• Diverse in expression
• Fragile in composition
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ANGLICANISM IS…
PASTORAL IN COMPASSION

•Andrew Purves, Pastoral Theology in the Classical 
Tradition

• Individual dimension – classical “care of souls”
•Social dimension – care for parish/community
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ANGLICANISM IS…
DIVERSE IN EXPRESSION

• Thomas McKenzie’s The Anglican Way has a balanced, fair, and 
non-polemical approach to diversity in Anglicanism.

• United on essentials and tolerant/loving on non-essentials

•Wide range of Anglican expressions:
• High Church – Anglo-Catholic
• Low Church – evangelical emphasis
• Everything in between (mid-church, broad-church, charismatic, 

etc.)
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ANGLICANISM IS…
FRAGILE IN COMPOSITION

•ACNA Anglicanism is fragile because of…
• The nature of our union (disenfranchised)
• Fragmented and overlapping jurisdictions
•Doctrinal & practical tensions (2nd and 3rd tier matters)

• Jesus in John 17:20-23; Paul in Ephesians 4:1-6

• Unity is a matter of obedience, not convenience.

• The Instruments and Disciplines of Unity
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Q&A
•Any of the “Anglicanism is…”
•Anglican history and/or doctrine
•Book of Common Prayer and/or Anglican worship
•To Be a Christian Catechism
•The rite of Confirmation
•Anything else?
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THE RITE OF CONFIRMATION

From the BCP 2019
“The Anglican Church requires a public and personal profession of the Faith 
from every adult believer in Jesus Christ. Confirmation or Reception by a 
Bishop is its liturgical expression. Confirmation is clearly grounded in 
Scripture: the Apostles prayed for, and laid their hands on those who had 
already been baptized (2 timothy 1:6-7; acts 8:14-17; 19:6). 

In Confirmation, through the Bishop’s laying on of hands and prayer for daily 
increase in the Holy Spirit, God strengthens the believer for Christian life in 
the service of Christ and his kingdom. Grace is God’s gift, and we pray that he 
will pour out his Holy Spirit on those who have already been made his 
children by adoption and grace in Baptism.”
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PRAYER
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